TE 


HISTORY, OF THE 
PERSECUTION, OF THE CHURCH 
‘OF JESUS ‘CHRIST, OF LAT- 


TER DAY SAINTS jty; for'as yet some of the inhabitanjs 


manifested friendship for the brethren; 
MISSOURI, [euch told them, that they expected, 
CONTINUED, j hey would all be massacred, for the 


Saturday, Nov. 2d, it was concluded 
to try again for a peace warrant; ac- 
cordingly application was made to a 
magistrate by the name of Silvers, 
who resided some distance from Riser 
and whe had not as yet openly joine | 
the mob, but he refused to alont alitie Blue took the ferry boat, and 
warrant, saying that if he did he fear-||threatened some lives; but for some 
ed tha: his life would be in danger.—| unknown Cause, pérhapsto take some 


enemy were about to get a six pounder 


next day. 


collected at Wilsen’s store, about ao 


The next day four men were. started | more whiskey, they le t the Blue and | 
returned to Wilson’s store again.— 

Whilst they were at the Blue threaten- 

ing the saints, word was sent to a body: | 


to. the circuit judge, forty miles distance, | 
affer considerable delay by the judge, | 
they obtained warrants against a oum- 
ber, of individuals. When the war- 
rants arrived, it was too late to do 
. any, thing with them, for the whole 
county was gettizg up in arms, and 
the saints had as much as they could 
do so take care of themselves. But to 
pight came. on, and 
a party of the mob went toa settlement 
of the-saints living on Big Blue river 
about; six. miley west of town; they 
firet: tare the, from a house, and| 
injured, the furniture within; they then} 
divided their company into two parties, 
one weat te pulling the roof from an- 
other dwelling house, whilst the other 
party. went to avother aud it 

‘found, the owner D. Ben- 


of the brethren, about five ot six miles 
disiant to the southwest, theta large 
mob was collected, and they expected 


nineteen brethren started to go ahd 
jassist them, but before they reached 
Wilson’s. store, they learned that the 
mob had returned there, upon hearing 


returned back, The mob, ‘by some 
means feared that they were on the 
road west of them; when from fifty to 
seventy of the mob took their riftes, 


isoon as possible to meet the mob.— 


wee }went to C. Whitmers a lame brother, 
men ofithe mab was shot: in the thigh, | who had not his. home, aiid point- 
and sopnefter the mob dispersed. for ed their guns at him, ‘and threatened 
thet night. | his life, provided he did-not tell there’ 
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Sunday, Nov, 8d. Many. threatnings ‘sa 
were heard from, the mobbérs; they + 
| were greatly enraged, and were exert- . 
|ing themtelves to strengthen their. par 


and come out openly against them the ' 
Monday, Nov. 4th. A large mob 


mile west of Big Blugy they came to | 


that they, should need help; whereupon ~ 
this, they proceeded no farther, but 


mounted their horses, and went in pur- | 
suit of them: after'traveling about two 
miles they came in sight of them, when | 
they all fied into the cornfields and” 
woods; some went immediately to the . 


Meantime the mob turned their horses | 
yyinte. cornfields, of the saints, and then © 
for them who had’ fled; they 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
nett.in bed), whom they took and beat 
unmereifullys one the company ||body. and informed their brethren, o 
drew: pistol, and swore that he would] what they had seen. About thirty. 
blow out: hig brains, but the ball laid|jof the saints, (mostly those who had 
bare hus without fracturing || lived in the. settlement, where the mob 
thes narrowly he escaped with his life, then was, sume of whom had had their 
A. pathy - of the saints were collected||houses unroofed, but a short time be- 
near by; whe raving jhe disturbance |i fore,) took their arms, ahd stacted as 
Wantto:the place, Lhe mob began! 
tot, fire wpon ' them, sad they, returne 
a few. gune were ci: 
charged from both: parities, but the fir 
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whete hig brethren had fled to! They y imtnediately, arf ude 
with their “brethren; to~trave them go- 


also threatened women and children. 
In this manner they spent’ their time! also: ‘These were times which tried 
for about an hour, when about, sun-|/ men’s souls; to stay where. they were:, 
down a company, of thirty brethren, || was death, and to undertake to remove. 
marched up, and as soon as they came||so large. a body at ance, there Betag” 
near enough, the mob fired upon them, || about ten or twelve’ hundred of them, 
and they immediately fired back; after looked like destruction of miuich proper 
a round or two, the mob retreated and/|ty, if not of lives. It seemed, howewer 
left the ground; they were followed a/| to be the only alternative; and proper- 
short distar,ce, but not far. at that time was’ zo they 
Two of the mob, and a number of{/could but ootain sufficient to live upon, 
horses were killed, and some five or||they chose rather to wander off into 
six wounded. The thob were so fright-} some lonely wilderness, of even descent 
ened, that they left their dead on the|| where they could’ enjoy pence, theif fo 
ground over night. The saints hadj/stay where they were, even if they” 
four or five wounded, one by the name} could, and ve continually herrassed'ae” 
of Barber mortally, who died the next|| they had been for a few months’ past.” 
day. P. Dibble was wounded, in the/| Bot to return to the thread of out stay’ 
bowels by the first gun fired. ry, the party in returning back fo jail) © 
The same day at Independence, A:{ were met at the jail. by a company of ' 
S. Gilbert, I. Morley, J. Corrill, and!) mobbers who were @isposed to kill the’ 
Wm. E. McLelin were taken for as-|| prisoners in spité of the ‘shotiff and his” 
sault and battery, and false imprison-{}assistants; Morley “and Corti seeing! 
ment by McCarty, whom they had ta-|| their darget, broke and ‘tun,’ 
ken the Friday night previous. And! ‘fired at; Gilbert had two puns shipped © 
although they could not get a warrant} at him; one of whicti flashed mm the 
for him, for breaking the store, yet hel} he was ‘then knocked-down, but not ino’ 
had obtained one for them, for catching | jured so but thal With the Help of the: 
hitn at it. sheriff and ‘his assistants" he soon gots 
They were prisovers in the court}linto the jail, whete he felt’ 
house, on trial, when news of the bat+]/ measurably safe. “Barly ‘next moraing”! 
tle reached town. It was stated, that!/the prisoners were discharged. ‘ ‘Tv wae) 
the Mormons had killed twenty of the]/ afterwards acknowledged by ‘the ene: 
mob, and had gone to Wilson’s and] my that they had’ intended ‘te’ 
shot his son. _In a moment as it were,|| ken the leading men for sone ‘pretend-« 
all was confusion in the house. ed crime, a few “anti? they’ s 
majority were for massacreing the|| got them aft, ahd shut them’'up fn priest 
prisoners forthwith; but a few, and thea to have fallen apén thes! 
human than the rest, were not willing’) rest and :droye them ‘out'of the céuntyd 
to see prisoners murdered, while in open |/and then sent the leaders after theme oo 
court, they advised them to go to jaili/ The saints were’ ‘such 2abominabldo 
to save their lives; this they did, and|) characters, doing '''sé "nteny” wicked; 
were hurried, but with difficulty pro-|/things witich the law’ douild nat Feqohgo 
tected by those few friends, to the Jail; ‘that they had beéothe very obnvxlousy 
where they felt happy to be locked in,|} to thé good péople-of ‘Jacksen 
They were visited by some influential|} who weft so’ pious, so'theral 
men, who told them that the mob loyal to ‘the’ vor 
now become désperate, and that the our that they! would not lived 
whole county had become enraged, andj with them. ‘but must “then oats) 
nothing would stop them . from’ massa- Whereas, if ahy, evefi°the 
creing the whole sotviety, but to leave/doned amongst thé sail 
the county forthwith. About midnight, the Churth;: aény the” faith ‘tale’ 
the sheriff, with two other men, went|}good dram’. Of ‘whisk€9y’ sweerowhde! 
with Morley, Carrill and Gilbert to blusphemé the’ 
it their brethren who were collected could ‘be perifiitted tay 
néar.town. A short consultation was/fwéfe 
held with some of them, when ‘it was/tmade the offer t vesp thattiFan ym 
agrecd that they would leave the coun-!! would the 


‘eherehy they might stay and be" pro- 
tected there; and a number tried the 
le ment ‘with sueeess} ipisbe- 
lieved that some few of them are tiving 
peace, to this day. 
20 We iwill return’ again'to the night 
of the battle. * The mob sent their run- 
‘ners over the:county, te’stir up the feel- 
ings of the: people, by misrepresenting 
:the doings of “the saints, so as to have 
‘them: all turn out,and ésterminate them 
catonce. people took their‘arms 
and started for Independence, - as ‘ast 
as they possibly could, so that early the 
next morning there were hundreds 
ithere ready for war: Cols Pitcher pre- 
tended td call out the militia; as he said 
to quell:the mob, and make peace: be- 
tween ‘the parties; but. the fact is he 
ut himself, or was put, ‘some said by 
W. Boggs, then licutenant Gov., at 
the: Nead ofthe mob, for the! purpose of 
making a show of legality for what 
hye. é 
We must now return: again to the 
evening after the battle, and bring up 
another‘ ‘item. The body of saints 
near Independence, learning m the 
evening, that the brethren’ were’ shut 


up in the jail, and-as they supposed for. 


the purpose of being put to death. sent 

immadiately’ to Br.) L. Wight, 
(who lived ahout six miles off;) of their 
sitiation, and, requested help. Colonel 
Wight collected together a hundred or 
more’ of thé saints, who were bul poor- 

armed, some having tio’ weapons, 
bat clubs, and in the morning marched 
them on the road towards Independence 
expecting’ ‘to stop at the’camp of ‘the 
saints, néar town; but hearing of the 
réleasé of ‘thé’ prisoners, ‘and -of the 
agreemént ‘of ‘thé brethren to leave 
the county forthwith} and also that the 
miMia wére Called ‘out at Independence 
to make‘ before had' reached 
the brethten‘’s settlement, he “turned 
‘aside his’. mén into thé ‘ wodds, ‘con- 
cluding’ to’ dispérse soon tind go home. 
News flew’ td town, that Wight with ‘a 
company of his’ brethren, were march- 
ing towards: that’place; this so éifrav- 
Col. Pitcher,and his ptéténdéd mil- 
itia, that he demanded that’ Wight and 
~his shotid-give up their arnis; 
and ‘also’ those'mén whi Werte in the 
_ battle the night before, should be given 
tried for itiurder; saying that 
‘they Would’ do those things,’ they 


should’ be. safely: protected, whilst 
‘out of the caunty{ otherwise 
jthereswas no peace. for them. 
reluctantly. consented to these — 
‘tions; and were it not for fear re- 
sisting’the authorities of the: country, 
they \vould sooner have shed their blood 
in the defence of their rights, amdthe 
liberty of their country, than to have 
submitted to such oppression.» Howév- 
er the arms were given up, amounting 
to:fifty ‘one’ guns, one: sword and. one 
‘pistol. And’a number’ of those who 
were inthe . battle, gave themselves 
op prisohers.‘ The saints then made 
all possible exertions to leave the coun- 
ty. After detaining the prisoners a day 
and a night, and pretending to try thém 
for murder; and also thréatening and 
brick: batting them, Col.: Pitcher took 
ithem into a cornfield, so that their lives 
‘would novbe.in danger, from his pre- 
itendéd militia; aid after, takiuga 
watch from one of them for costs, he 
being the ‘constable, said to’ them 
clear.” i\Col. Pitcher’ promised: to give 
back. the brethren’s arms, whenever 
they left the county, this he afterwards 
tefused ‘to dos Whereupon tlie.Gover- 
nor" order was twico obaained for them 
‘but “he: would not! obey it,/>neithér 
have’ they ever been paid> fon ' Tite 
saints ‘coneluded -to -‘move south, into 
Van Buren county, which was: con- 
feetted to number of ‘the | teading 
men. * Bat'befoto night word was‘sent 
to them thatithey might go north and 
east, but south and west they must not 
go, ifthey did, they woolrt medt! with 
Wedbesday, Nov. 6, thoarine having 
been taken from the saitts} the now 
folt safe,'ard’ wefe no lonper miilitia, 
they formed themselves into cotApatites, 
‘and ‘wént forth on ‘hurse: beck 
to‘harrass the and fuke af the 
arms they could find. 
compaties Headéd’ by? baptist 


headed one’ about sevérity, tHe -o 
priest” eotipany, dé 
now’ recolldcted, contained from tit 
to forty’: Théy 
the different setilements of the satfits, 
threatening with death, ‘arid! dig- 
triction it théy were not immeédiate- 
“Phey broke “oper hoveés, 
them; whete they found 


shut,and thw owners As it Kel 
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home that day; making arangements 
for getting away. The mobthat day 
_stripped some of the saints of their 
‘arms, even to penknives; some they 
_ whipped; they shot atsome and: others 


tithéy hunted after; as they. said to kill | 


them. | 
-» Mobs, well lined with whiskey, us| 


- pened the men were mostly gone from}ikem for dead; one by the vame of 


Leonard, was 8 long time recovering; 
indeed he has never fully recovered 
from that — aay 

There were four aged families in 
Jackson, who had not left their homes, 
whose age, infirmities aod  peaury 
seemed to say, you may tarry until 
the spring opens; but neither age nor 


these were, looking and acting worse|jinfirmities, would protect a saint in 


‘than savuger, were well calculated to | Jackson county. 
lyoungest of the four being 94 years 


frighten women and childrea; which 
they effectually did in some cases.— 
One settlement were so frightened, that 
a party of from 130 to 150, women 
and children, with only six men to pro- 
‘fect them, not waiting the return of 
their husbands and fatiiers, left their 
homes forthwith on foot, without taking 
any of their things, and wandered off 
-south, upon the prairie a number of 
days under the broad canopy of heav- 
en, not knowing which way the church 
was ‘intending to go. The stubs of the 
newly burnt grass, and weeds, were so 
hard that they cut the feet of the chil- 
dren, who had no shoes, so that many of 
them became very sore. and bled pro- 
fusely. Other companies fied towards 
the Missouri river; and in a short time 
the most of the church, were under way 
for Clay county; some few went east, 
and others south. After some of the 
head men had left, and the saints were 
generally getting under way, the mob 
ina measure ceased to harrass thei. 
The people of Clay county received the 
‘saints, with as much hospitality as 
‘could:be expected. The losses and sa- 
crifices of the saints, were very great 
.in the destruction of crops, furniture, 
clothing, &c. and also in the loss of 
‘stock. Grain and many other things, 
would hardly bear transportation across 
the river; consequently much was left 
behind, that otherwise might have been 
gotaway. 
After it was thought that the mob 
spirit had died away, some few families 
wmoved back from Van Buren county 
to, their former homes in Jackson; 
where .what they had for the sustain- 
ance of themselves, and their stock 


was, 

They had not long been back, be- 
fore a mob party visited them in the 
Right; and took some of the men and 
beat then with chairs and clubs, till 
Jife was nearly extinct, and then left 


hese veterans, the 


of age, were assailed by a mob party, 
who broke in their doors and windows, 
hurling large stones into their houses, 
whereby, some of their lives were 
greatly endangered; and thus they 
were driven from their homes, in the 
winter season. Some of these men 
have toiled and bled, in the defence of 
their country; one of them (Mr. Jones,) 
served as life guard to General Wash- 
mgton in the revolutionary war, 
COMMUNICATIONS. 

Messks, 

EpIToRs, OF THE TIMES AND 
SEASONS, For the benefit of the church, 
and the public in general, please give 
the following an insertion in your val 
uable periodical. 

In consequence of being deeply in- 
volved with others of my brethren, in 
establishing and locating for 
the saints, | have not availed myself 
of the opportunity of laying before, the 
public, the principal cause of the cal» 
amities which bursted upon tho saints 
in Far West. 1 shall not attempt at 
this time to give a history of the suf- 


|ferings of the saints for it would re- 


quire a volume. But as the inquiry is of: 
ten made, and the cause of the impris- 
onment of the leaders of the church fre- 
quently called for; it becomes my duty 
as a member of the church, to state lo 
the public, that not only traitorisa, but 
treachery, cowardice, and perjury, G. 
M. Hinkle and other apostates together 
with a predetermined resolution of the 
mob, and land pirates of the u 
Missouri, are the leading items,. and 
most prominent featwres of the 
amities which bursted upon the saints 
in Far West, and also 
of the leadets of the 
church. Tevet brow 
In the first place, I will endeavor 
to exhibit to ihe understanding of the 


the cause of 
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pablic the conduct of G. M. Hinkle a}trial, and the testimony 6f Hinkle atid’ 
commander of the militia, in Caldwell} other apostates was called for, and if * 
county, and known as a preacher testimony of these men could 
the church for years: he commanded|jexhibited to the publicas it waste: — 
the militia in Caldwell co. until he be-||corded by the court, they would ther''! 
trayed the leaders of the church into|]be convinced that it would puzale any”'' 
the’hands of the mob. Mr. Corrill calls || thing else but a Missonri lawyer to 
them militia, but if the stealing of cat-|| range such nonsense as was sworn to 
tle, horses, hogs; burning waggons,||}by Hinkle ard others, so as'té’make 
and carrying off all kinds of property;|it a sufficient-tool to commit free’ 
warrants them that appellation | have|/zens of the United States to jail; for ' 
no objection, I appeal to the public to/jthe testimony from beginning to end": 
name them. | was known to be as black as the ate’ 

And after G. M. Hinkle and others||of spades, and as false as the tales of ° 
had. agreed to deliver up the leaders, || Valentine and Orson. ~_ 
and give up arms, &c. they declared | A. RIPLEY: 
that they (the leaders of the church) AS 
must be immediately shot, for they 
delivered them up on no other condi- 
tions; fearing that their traitorism and 
cowardice might be more fully expos- 
ed 


Extsact from letter written by B. 
Partridge, to his brother Samuel, but for . 
certain reasons was never sent. 


Quincy, Adams co. Ill. May 26; 1839. 
Since | saw you I have passed throu 

some trying scenes; but all the pet- 

secution that is heaped upon us, only” 
goes to prove that we are not of the’ . 
world. The Saviour said to his ~ + 

ciples, “If ye were of the ‘world; th 

world would love his own.” 
look at the llth chap. of Hebrews, 
and there see what the ancient saints 
had to endure, that they might obtain | 
a better resurrection; and when | read 
in the Revelations of John, 7th chap. of 
a great company arrayed in white robes 
whom he saw before the throne of God, 
serving him day and night, who had 
come up through great tribulation; 1 
say in my heart, how many in this age 
of the world, will be among the num- 
ber? Who, among all the professors’ 
of religion throughout Christendom 
except Latter day Saints, can say that 
they have had to pass through great 
tribulation? Let them compare their: 
sufferings with the ancients, who 
were toriured, were stoned, were sawn 
nsunder, were tempted, were slain 
with the sword; who wandered about 
in sheep skins and goat .skins; being 
destituie, afflicted and tormented: (of 
whom the world was not worthy:) 
Who wandered in deserts, and moun- 
tains, and dens, and caves of the earth, 
and not more than one in a hundred 
can (imrighteousness) say that they 
have. Well if this is a fact, and who 
will attempt to deny it? is not thé re# 
ligious world deceived or deceiving 


The mob then forced them immedi- 
ately into their camp, and the treat- 
ment that they received there, would 
make the blood thirsty savage of the 
wilderness blush, or the wandering 
Arab hide his face for shame. They 
then hela what they termed a court 
martial over them, aod they were con- 
demped to be shot; but fortune favors 
the innocent, the God of Israel was 
there and protected them; so that they 
did not carry their murderous purposes 
into execution, for they began to see 
thatyt wascold blooded murder, and that 
Sam would inquire into the af- 
air. 

There were seventeen officers who 
composed this court martial, and twelve 
out of seventeen consented tothe death 
of these men, but thank God there 
was virtue enough in the minority, to 
overrulé the infumy of the majority, 
therefore their lives were spared. 

They then manufactured a plan to 
cast them into prison, they therefore 
appealed fo civil authority as they 
termed but. if the court over which 
Austin A. King presided was civil qu- 
thority, may the Lord deliver me from 
uncivil authority, for ifa man did not 
testify as he or Birch, the states At- 
torney'taught him, he was thrust into 
prison and totally deprived of his testi- 
_' However, they ‘were teken before 
Austia King, a Judge of the fifth Judi- 
cis) cireuit of the State of Missouri for 
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themselves? ‘Sarely they will not form 


a part of that company who c 
- through great tribulation. 
Perhaps you may think that I am, 
mistaken, and that. in consequence of. 
milder government,’ persecution has 
measurably ceased; and that now it is 
not, necessary to pass through great 
tribulation, to be a part of that num- 
ber. Paui’s wordsare, All that will 
live Godiy io Christ Jesus shall| suffer 
persecution. And Iam confident that 
the same cause will produce the same 
effect; and that the pure religion of Je- 
sus Christ will be followed by perse- 
cution. Let us examine Paul’s words 
closely, All that will live Godly in 
Christ Jesus, not out of Christ Jesus, 
shall suffer persecution. Paul does 
not say all or any, who live Godly out 
of Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 
And I consider that there is a great dif- 
ference between in and out. 
Perhaps you may ask is there any 
who live Godly, out of Christ Jesus? 
{ answer yes, measurably so at least; 
there are honorable men who never 
make a profegsion of religion, or are 
baptized, whd¥are: exemplary men, 
who love the principles of truth and 
righteousness, justice and mercy, and 
who are truly ornaments to society.— 
They are Godlike, or in other words 
live Godly lives, but never put on 
Christ, because their minds are blinded 
by the craftiness of men. Perhaps 
~ you may ask who are in Christ Jesus? 
i will let Paul answer the question. In 
writing to his Galatian brethren, 3d 
-chap. he says, “Ye are all the chil- 
dren of God by faith in Christ Jesus,— 
For as many of you as have been _bap- 
tized into. Christ have put on Christ. 
‘There is neither Jew nor Greck, there 
is neither bond@nor free, there is uei- 
ther male nor female; for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be 
Christ’s then ye are Abraham's secd and 
heirs according to the promise.’’ . Per- 
haps you may say that the most.of the 
religious world have been baptized into, 
Christ. If so, ask by whom, and by 
what authority? Ifyou answer by the 
ministers or priests of the dillvrent per-| 
guagions, and that they have their ayn, 
thority from God. | 
Igthen ask when and where gid thay. 
get their, authority from. God?. Not 
direct of course, for they deny that aay 


ame up 
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have received revelations .since the, 
days of the apostles, and there is nane. 
that cag trace their authority back, to. 
the apostles, without going through the: 
church of .Rome, therefore. their 
thority is po better than the Pope’s.—-.. 
It appears to me to be a fact, clear.as. 
the sun at noon day, that it became | 
ubsolutely. necessary that Ged-should 
again reyeal himself to man aud confer . 
authority upon some one, or more, be-,: 
fore his church could be built up in the . 
last days, or at any time after the. 
ipostacy. 
The authority of the priesthood 
subject that | did not look into, until 
sometime after I was convinced that 
there was not a true church, according 
to the Bible, among all the churches ot. 
my acquaintance. And,when I dis- . 
covered that they were all withoyt aur . 
thority from God, I was doubly con. 
firmed in my opinion. 
The church of Jesus Christ of Lat-,: 
ter day Saints believes. that Gad has. 
revealed himself, through Jesus Christ 
to man again, aud conferred the Priest- 
hood or authority, upon bis servants ing 
this age, as in ancient days. And for: 
this faith we. are persecuted; and this. 
we expect. Yet, still we are determin-. 
ed to live Godly in Christ Jesus, perse- 
cution or no persecution, tribulation or: 
no tribulation, because we greatly de-. 
sire to inherjt a colestial glory: Yea, 
we count all earthly pleasures ‘but 
dross, when compared with that glory 
whicn is to be revealed, which eye has 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither enter- 
ed inio the heart of man to conceive of,, 
which is laid up for those who love.and, 
serve God with full purpose of. hearty. 
Celestial glory is what we are seeking, 
after, and topbtain it we are willing 
to suffer some afilictians, for we believe 
that it cannot be obtained by us ypon 
any other principle. But if you, or. 
any other person can attain to a celes-. 
tial glory. without being persecuted, or: 
passing, through great, tribulation; I 
have no objection: but I fear that (bose 
whe take, the smooth rdad,. will. find. in, 
the-end,of this jife, that it leads to an- 
other place. appears to. me to. be: & 
lew, of heaven, thatthe Abra- 
ham should have their faith tried, 
that (God, is) Be 
would not, gequire; Of Abrabamis 
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ing to. is,abulities, than: he would 
yequiré Of others, Who Were to” inherit 
the same glory, Lord has said of 
dia children in-our-day, “They must 
needs be, chastened, and tried, even as 
ad Abraham, who was commanded to of- 
fet Wp ‘hid only son}-for all those ‘who 
‘wilt fot endéréchastening, but deny:me. 
“Cannot bé sanctified.””. And'this agrees 
‘with’ the Bible, Heb. Bnd chap. 10th 
‘verse.’ “For it him for whom 
‘reall things; and by whom are all 
Ahings,' in bringing many sons unto 


‘glory; ‘to make’ the captain of their) 


‘salvation ‘perfeet through sufferings.— 
both -he that sanctifieth and 
‘they who are sanctified are all one.” 
Also the 5th chap. 8 and 9th verses, 
“Though he were a.sop, yet ho learn- 
ed obedience by ,the things which he 
‘suffered; and being made perfeci, he 
-became the, author, of eternal salvation 
unto allthem that obey him.” , Also, 
from the 19th chap., )*My son despise 
- mot thon the chastening.of the Lord, 
‘nor faint. when thou.art rebuked of him. 
‘For whom the Lord loveth he chasten- 
eth, God dealeth, with you.as with sons; 


for what son is he whom the father|/ 


‘chasteneth not? But if, ye be without 
whereofa}l are partakers, 
then are ye bastards and..2ot sons.””— 
Admitting that the apostle has told us 
the truth in the above. extract, | ask 
‘what portion of the religious world, at 
athe presept day are enjitled to the ap- 
pellation.of sons? | And also what pro- 
portion must come under the head of 
Taree, 1 would also ask, do bastards 
bécome heirs; or are they not gener- 
Ally.despised and cast off? These ques- 
tions Lleave youto answer for yourself. 
_. Bytfor one lam free to say, | am 
convinced that a ‘great majority of the 
fessars of religion are not sons of 
Dor hess pf a celestial giary, but 
are bastards & as such will receive their 
yeward,whether it be good or evil. | 
do. pot say fhis because, wish to hurt 
any person’s feelings, but rather that | 
might stimulate my fellow travelers to 
gternity,;to,examine the subject more 
fully..than they have. herejofore. 
feel sorry, for them, and pity them, be- 
believe, many of them are hon- 
est, anc verily think that they. are sons 
and heirs of God, but are blinded by 


Oh! that’ those chains of. tradition 
and ‘superstition, that bind so maay o: 
the human family, might broke. 
and their minds set at liberty; © thu: 
they may expand as broad as eternity, 
and as high as the throne of (od; that 
they ma increase in wisdom, and 
‘knowledge, until they can comptéhend 
the vast creations of God: even ablil 
they can seé as they are scen, and 
know as they are known. : 


Detroit City, Sept. 18, 1839... 
TO THE PUBLISHERS OF THE, © 
TIMES AND SEASONS. * 

‘Thereby 
transmit fo you a short ‘account of my 
labours in the State of Michigan this 
season; myself in conjunction with 
other elders. have preached inuch in 
parts of Wayne, Washtenaw, Lena- 
wee, Oakland and Lapcer counties, [ 
have been present and assisted in or- 
daining proper officers, and organizing 
‘thereby the following branches; viz: 
one at Macon, Lenawee County, two in 
Wayne County, in the towns of Livonia 
and Van Buren and one in Lapeer, 
Lapeer county, the branches now con- 
tain about 60 members among whorn 
we have ordained 5 elders, 4 priests, } 
have laboured for the most part with 
Elder A. Blanchard'and may God bless 
our testimony unto those whe ‘have 
heard and not as yet obeyed, may it be 
found to have ‘produced fruit after 
many'days, Man being by nature al- 
ways the same, and we having exam- 
ples of what hath been done in times 
past, may calculate on. the present, and 
‘future; therefore while a few have be- 
‘lieved the gospel, loved God and obeyed 
him, many have believed, loved the 
world and negtected so great a sitva- 
tion, and perhaps ofny stand still, for 
fear the work of God will! come to 
naught, till the angel of death. shal! 

And many have disbetievéd ‘the gos- 

el altogether; some few in Plymouth 
ayne county, go so far as to disturb 
public worship, with drums,’ fifes, 
horns, bells, ridiculous gestures and 
horrid yells, and some of them ton, pro- 
fessing Godliness, and others’ whose 
parents profess ta bring up their sons 
in the ‘nurture and admonitiun of the 
Lord, and have them initiated in. their 


thé ctitin "éraftiness of Men, and the 


infancy. In Lapeer village, sdme went 
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ly with a gun; there were two magis-| 


*have no recollection of ever having 
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so far as to fill a house in time of wor- |} = 3 

ship with tobacco smoke and also. that | Viel: ASD Ny 
of powder by firing fire crackers in 
also sxJuting the house outward-| COMMERCE, 4 


trates and one constable present, offi-| NEW YEARS ADDRESS. |” 


cers, sworn to keep the peace whol] We have arrived at the. close of o 
looked quietly on, and said nothing tol other year. Yes, 1839 has, passed 
the rabble, and learn that at least away and gonc. .And since | its .cam- 
if not both of the magistrates assisted| mencement, thousands of our fellow 
in disturbing the public and the harmo-|| mortals have gone to try the realities 
ny of the worship of God: *‘the Lord re-l\of another world, yet we are spared: 
ward them according to their works.” land we have abundant reason to thank 
The following Sabbath | had the privi-lthe God who made us, and, who. has 
lege of leading three into the waters of! upheld us to the present time; for the 
baptism, may the Lord bless them and] mercies and blessings which he has 
praserve them for his kingdom. bestowed npon us, unworthy creatures 
lam now on my way home hiv-llagweare, 
ing been absent between four and five} cadets reer 
months. STEPHEN POST. } In taking & retrospective view of the 
|past, we see many things, respecting 
ourselves, which we could ‘wish had 
been otherwise; bit still for the ‘most 
part, we have kept a conscience void of 
| offence towards Godand man.) 
Our brethren, the saints; have had 
to pass through:'much affliction, and 
sorrow the past year: thousands of 
them have had to leave a goodly land, 
healthy land,and a pleasant lat 
yea a land which they had bought, 
and had paid for; and had also made 
for themselves comfortable homes; up- 
on-the same; that we say they had 
leave. Yes and in the cold anddrea 
months of winter tdo; being sdbjecte 
to many privations, whilst journeying 
hund 4 of miles, 
In compliance with your request, 1//S2#809 ofthe year. And we bave‘no 
will that had but little | oubdt, but that many 
personal acquaintunce with them: | er hun- 
know that there was a community of] ¢?e¢s of others have experienced more 
them in the north part of the State of or less sickness, in ernst! the 
Ohio, and while J resided in the State,|| Privations, troubles and 
they were generally considered an in-|| Dave prt 


vations were brought upon them oy 
dustrious, inoffensive ple; and | f 


feeling, and whom 
the saints never injured, néither had 
they any desire so to do, provided théy - 


A copy of a letter dated, lowa Ter- 
ritary, Jan. 4,1840. 

Sir.—You informed.me that a com- 
mittee of Mormons are about to apply 
to Congress of the United States, for} 
an investigation on the cause of their 
expulsion from the State of Missouri, 
and to ask of the general Government 
remuneration for the losses sustained by 
them in consequence of such expulsion, 
and ask of me to state my opinion, of 
the character and general conduct % 
these people while they resided in the 
State of Ohio: and also the conduct 
and general report of those who have 
settled in the Territory of Iowa, since 
their expulsion from the State of Mo. 


heard, in that State of their being 
charged with violating the laws of the 


country. ycould have been left, to enjoy thet? 


Since their. expulsion from Missouri | 
a portion of them, ‘about one hundred lfireside in peace.' But not withstand: 


families, have settled in Lee county, | ing the great persecutiod of thé saints, 
lowa Territory, and are generally con- || ®t!!! the work rolls on, and ‘meny: ate 


embracing it fur the truth’s sakes 
andl shows that the God ‘will 


’ Very respectfully yours, j vail, in spite of men or devils.’ 


ROBERT LUCAS; || But the year is pest and. gone a 


A. RIPLY. Gov. of lowa Ter,"the earth continues to rollon itgazis 
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‘as usual; and the great mass of 
- mankind pass down the stream of time, 
as thoughtless and aa giddy, as though 
Ga were certain that there was no 
God, no eteruity, no heaven or hell, 
and no happiness or misery beyond 
this life. They have no time for re- 
flection; snd they are so engaged io 
business. their minds so eng with 
the.cares of this life, the obtaining of 
riches and honors, that they do not re- 
alize, that time is passing swiftly away, 
and soon will hurry them off the stage 
of action, to make room for others, 
perhaps as thoughtless and careless as 
they. There ure many, no doubt, even 
among this class, who partially believe 
in God, and divine things, who have 
such an imperfect idea, of the charac- 
ter of the great Jehovah; and such an 
undue attachment, to the perishable 
things of time and sense, that they 
think it a hardship to sefve him while 
in youth or middle age, put who think 
that they will attend to that, when old 
age arrives, and the warld has no more 
allurements for them. Yet did they 
but realize, that God was the most 
lovely, of all things which exist, wheth- 
er animate or inanimate, they would 
see the propriety of that command 
which says, ‘‘Thou shalt love the Lord, 
thy God with all thy soul, might mind 


and strength.” They would not put off 


the service of God, but would with the 
Psalmist say. Now is the accepted 
time, and, now is the day of salvation. 
- And as one of old said, would say.— 
As for me, and my house, we will 
serve the Lord. | 
In looking back, pver the past year, 
we see that the world of maukind ap- 
pear to grow worse and worse, wick- 
_ederand wickeder. seem to be 
determined, more than ever before, to 
build themselves up in wealth, and 
fame, _ the ruin of each other.— 
Steam Boats and rail-road cars are 
caused to strive, to outvie others in 
speed, that they may obtain advantage 
over tham, whilst thousands of lives are 
endangered theyeby, and accident upoo 
accident ate happening in consequence 
thereof.- Flatteries and deceptions, of 
are practised; by 
matiy at the presen- day, to gaina fa- 
vorite‘objéct. The mind and 
of. on the stretch, to 
event mage, legally. to,, oyer- 


\ 


reach, and defraud, the -henest , aad 
unsuspecting: when it cannot be 
done legall 
men, who will resort to illegal means, 
to accomplish their end. 
We see thas men, still continue’ to 
get intoxicated, notwithstanding all the 
exertions made to reform them:.aad 
lying :s 80 common, that at present, it 
is hardly considered a vice. ._The. de- 
pravity of the human heart may.'be 
seen in looking over the -columay of 
the newspapers of the day; for we 
there discover thut all manner of crimes 
are practised toa very great extent.. 
It seems as though they had increased 
beyond a parallel, for a few. years 
past. Swindliag, pilfering, counterfeit- 
ing, robbing; burglary, arson, and mur- 
der are committed with the greatest bokd- 
ness and have incrcased to an alarmiag 
degree, within a few years, especially-in 
the cities. No mas 
feels safe at the present day,. who has 
much money about his person. H 
often travelers are robbed of pocket 
books, trunks, &c. And many a man 
has been murdered, even within, the 
past year, for his money; and im seme 
cases for paltry sums. The merchant 
finds it very difficult to so guard his 
store, that his goods will not frequenily 
be taken by some arch fiead in human 
form; and no property of value is safe 
except strongly secured by barg and 
bolts. Formerly in this cquntry,,thege 
things were noi so; the great body -af 
the people were honest, and in:quity 
had to hide its head. And now aa 
cording to the present ratio in morals, 
we wouldask, how long wiil it take 
the sectarian world to bring. about the 
Millenium, upon the principles which 
they go upon, of converting and. me 
king saints, or christians of all the ime 
habitants of the earth? contrary to the. 
pale declarations of scripture... And. 
ere let us quote three or four tesiimo, 
nies to prove our assertion. And first, 
“Behold‘the day of the Lord cometh, 


cruel both with wrath and fierce anger 


to lay the Jand desolate; and be. 
the f out of it,” 
saia 9 Again, “Theearth alee 
base inhabitants thereof; 
cause they have tranagr dhe 
laws, changed the ordinance, broker the 
Therefore bath 
the curse devoured the curth, and they 


y, there are not wasting 


* . 


| 
; 
é 
7 
| 
| 
| 


2 ‘PIMESANDSEASONS. 


‘eat dwell therein tre desolate: there- 
fore the inhabitants ‘of the earth are 


‘burned, and few men left.’’ Isaiah 


KXIV, 5and ‘6, and again, “And to 
you who are troubled. rest with us, 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
‘from heaven with’ his mighty angels, in 
‘flaming fire tuking vengeance on them 
‘that Know not God, and obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2nd 
Tes 1; 7 and 8, and also Pasims 
XXXVI, 8, 910 anil ll verses, ‘‘cease 
‘from’ anger, and forsake wrath: fret 
not ‘thyself in wise to do evil.— 
For evil doers shullbe cut off; but those 
‘that wait upon the Lord, they ‘shall in- 
cherit the earth. For yet alittle while 
‘and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou 
‘shalt dilligently consider his place, and 
-4¢shalf not be. But the meek shall 
the earth; and shall delight 
‘themselves in the abundance of peace” 
‘Let these passages of scripture suffice 
‘for the present on the subject of the 
Milleniom. 
' Eighteen’ hundred forty has arrived, 
sind wé wish mankind generally, buts 
more’ partictilarly:our friends, and pat- 
rots, a year of happiness; but of this 
‘we have no assurances 10 offer them. 
Wewill'not pretend to’ predict, what 
dies in the bosom of futurity, to be un- 
folded the present year, further than 
that‘we have no doubt, but what there 
will be many births, many marriages, 
and many deaths. Many, no doubt will 


be called to lay down this tenement of] 


clay, who will not have made that/! 
preparation before hand, for whith 
they, when near their departure, will 
wish they had done: and probably they 
‘will-raise their warning voice, entreat- 
ing others not tobe so foolish as they 
have’ been; which warning will, no 
doubtsoon be forgotten by the heedless 


+ and unreflecting. 


We have no doubt, but ‘what wick- 
édness will continue to increase in the 
fand; and the times grow more and 
@nore perilous; for Paul has given us 
tounderstand, “that in the last days 

riots times shall’ come,” and then 

nah his reasons why they wil. be 
2nd Tim. 111, 5 first verses. 

road if we have not arrived at the 

‘ofthe last days, we thiak from 

the” “signs of the- times, that we are 

fast progressing towards them: 

and yet, ‘notwithstanding the clear- 


ness which the. “sacred” tye 
pointed them out; we havé - 
son to fear that they will*rollon’ ui 
wares, and unpetceived by ‘the gr 
mass of the people as did’ the’ flood * 
the days of Noah, until they will eal 
to the rocks, and ‘the mouhtains,* to 
fall upon them: and hide them ffm 
the face of him who sitteth ‘Upon the 
throne; and from flie wrath of the 
Lamb; for the great day of his© wrath 
is come, and who shal! able to stand: 
Rev. VI, 16 and 17. 8 
We feel to continue to warn our fel- 
low travellers to” éternity ghherdily, 
especially our brethren, to shun the 
paths of vice, and cleave to the rod of 
iron, which is the word of God; and 
pursue the path of righteousness, ro- 
gressing in holiness. from-day to day, 
that-we may become in Christ 
Jesus, and prepare for ‘every good 
word and work. Then come what 
will, prosperity ot adversity, peace 
persecution. liberty or bonds, lifé © 
death, atl will be well with us, ‘for We 
ll have a conscience void of of- 
fence, which will enable us to meet any 
or alt of these things with composure, 
and resignation; and even with réj e- 
ing, being buoyed up in every 
of need, with the Spirit of the liv vig 
God; which will soothe our’ woes, sof- 
ten our afflictions, and cause us to 'ré- 
Joice in the times of our oma Cal- 
amity and deepest distress. 


We have received a copy. of the 
history of the late persecution in Mis- 
souri, Written by P. P. Pratt, while i im- 
prisoned in. that State; published at 
Detroit, Michigan. Ie contains 84 pa- 
ges written in a concise and compre- 
hensive manner; beginning with the 
outrages of Jackson © “county, he ex- 
hibits the most conspicuous characters? 
in their unhatlowed conduct from tha, 
time, until the whole society’ “of ibe 
saints were driven: from thé State:. It 
contains an account of his" mitdcufous 
escape. fram prisag, ,also'taa escape of 
Elder Morris Phelps; at the-sante: time. 


We ‘coild say” nrucl in" favor of the 
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style -and boldness of the writer, but 
this is not our object; the plain un- 
varnished statement of facts, which can 
be demonstrated by thousands; is what 
pleases us, though it’s. but a small 
pamphlet, yet we would that adi ears 
were made to hear it, and that every 
true Republican would awake from 
the slumber that has so long pervaded 
this Republic, and no longer suffer in- 
nocence to groan under the lash of 


murderers and tyrants, and would raise 
the standard of “equal rights,” and 


_ bring to condign punishment, those that 
have trampled with impunity. upon our 


wholsome constitution, and made laws | 


and Justicé a mere by-word. 


In this No. will be seen an article 
which we copy from the New York 
Era,” Signed P. P. Pratt, it’s in. con- 
trediction to the Soolish simple priest 


fabricated tale that. has been going the | 


rounds, charging Sidney Rigdon with 
the crime of making the Book of Mor- 
mon,-out of the romantic writiogs. of 
one Solomon Spaulding §c.° We can 
mipgle our testimony with that of El- 
der Pratt’s, we concur in his statement; 
we can assure the public that from our 
own personal knowledge, Elder Pratt 
has given a plain’ statement of facts. 
We also subjoin the copy ofa letter 
writen by one Mr. Haven from Mass. 
to his daughter in, Quincy, Ile which 
shows to a demonstration, that- Mrs. 
Davidson did not write the Jetter, and 
that it was. written, signed and circu- 
lated without her knowledge. Conse- 
quently. it was. got up by priests, and 
by‘ priests; upon her: credit; 
the reason, for getting it.vp, we think 


iy obvious; for fair arguments; every’ 
other means , had failed to put down 
the truth, and this was the Jast resorts 
this having’ failed, we think that’ both 
wee and people will. hereafter sit in 
Bilence upon this ‘subject, 


ERRATA, 
In our last No. on the 29th page, 
in the communication from the High 
council, it was dated Commerce, No- 
vember 1839, which should have been 
stricken out entirely. Also an error 
at the bottom of the article, which es- 
caped our notice, it is now dated 1830) 
‘but should be #839. 
Inthe Obituary, third ‘paragraph, it 
reads thus: In this place, Nov. 2nd, 
Mahew Hillman. It should read» No- 
vember 22nd. 


' Detroit, Michigan, Oct. 12th 1839. 


EDITORS OF THE TIMES AND SEASONS. 
Dear Brethren, 
We arrived. hese:i in 8 
weeks, Distance 520 miles. Found it 
very sickly in every place, many tav- 
erns shut, and Bakery’s closed on ac- 
count of sickness; we are generally 
well, Br. Clark and O. Pratt’ staried 
down the Lake two days ago, -they 
were well. 1 have published a history 
of the persecution. A. pamphlet con- 
taining 84 pages. It came out of the 
Press Thursday last. The news pa- 
pers, for the last three weeks have 
teemed with our sufferings and the out- 
rages in Missouri. ‘Every part of the 
country feels indignant at théese unpar- 
allelled outrages. You havé doubtless 
heard of the Large meetings op the 
subject, in N. Y. and other places.— 
There are some 50 members of ‘the 
church, within one day’s aN Y. ‘of 
Detroit. Elder Savine, from 
lives among them, great doors" are 
opened for preaching, O. Pratt ohigsh 
ed for some two weeks in Michi 
to crowdéd houses... ‘Many believed, 
and somé 22 were him 


for the journey. . 1 preached once in 
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_ the charch of Latter day. Saints; met 


TIMES ANDAEASONS, 
the Detroit city hall, just heard} The eubject was then discussed by: 
news from Elder Blakeslee, Jeffersoniiseveral. 
co. 'N. Y., he had baptized 100. * {| It was moved, seconded, and carri- 
* We started down the ‘Lake to day, ie by vote, that Lewis James, be 

haste. will write again idained a priest. 
| Brother Winchester gave an inter- 


soon.. 
| Our love to all, ‘esting account of his labours, manner! 
inquiring friends. tenching, the fast year; & represent~. 
P. PRATT. fled the dranch of Monmouth co, N, 
| bal 


| of fifty members, in good standing. 
The following conference minutes, should}} Brother Greene addressed. the méet~ 
have bad a place in the December No. but,as}i on the subject of teachi and 
we were sick when they came to hand, and} OF reper. 
several weckd behind our business, in conse-j| fesented the ranches, in the city of 
quence of oursickness, they were overlooked ; New York, and Brooklin in’ fel- 
but we think ra bes too | lowship. 
e them ace 
Jaines, disebusing the public in relation to Shrewsbury N. J. of | 
a false report that has been going the rounds; || members, Montage three, Minissin 
with a short extract of a letier from thesame#iN, H. two, Albuny eight, Hollisten. 
sheet, we think itallinteresting—Ed. # Mags, sixteen in good fellowship. 
CONFERENCE MINUTES. . Brother represented 
}branch in Hamilton, Madison‘co, Ni 
» August 9th A; D. 1989. | H. of forty six in good fellowship, 
eably lo appointment a number Dunhdm represented the 
of the official, nnd private members of . ome 
}branch in Hamilton, Madison co. N. 
H. of forty six in good-feliowship. 
Samuel James represented the bra 
in Leechburgh, Pa. of forty in goo 
The meeting then closed by pra 
On Saturday, br. Dunham and br. 
Greene, addressed an ‘attentive congte- 


gation. 1 
nd spreads. 


in conference, at the house of Br. Ca- 
leb Bennets, Monmouth county New 
The meeting was called to order, by 
Br. Benj. Winchester, and Br. John 
P. Green was nominated, and elected} 
he meeting was then opened by sing-| 
ing'and prayer by brother Greene.’ this country. We have ap- 
High’ Priests present, John P. Green, |} pointed'a woods meeting on the: 28th;' 
Sathvel James. jat_which, we expect the twelve; apd. 


Seventy’s, Jonathan Dumham, Benj. anticipate much good. 
Winchester, Alexander Wright. | JOHN P. GREENE, pres’t:' 
Elders, Joseph T. Ball, Josiah Ells.|} Samuel James, Clerk, 
The conference was addressed’ by|} Dear Brother, 


Br. Gieene, in a feeling manner, con-| . While there is raomy6 
corning the object of the meeting, and] would give you some informatiea of 
the priveledge of the members. Aimyself, ‘the prosperity of the cause 

Then Br. Greene’s letter of recom-jin this region: 1, in company ” with 
mendation, from the Presidency of the||my brother came bere the jast of, June, 
church, requesting aid, in behalf of|jand have been here, and in the city of 
our afflicted brethren in the West, was|| New ‘York: eVver-since, we left home’ 
read; ahd the following resolution ad- | the 15th of May, and visited severak: 
opted, that we will assist them, accord-|ichurches in Pa., who are generall 
ing to their ability; and recommend the }strong in the faith; there is one chunk: 
toourbrethren. ieechbargh, 40.miles east of ‘Pitts 

Br. Winchesi¢r addressed the racet- burgh, on the canal, that was raged 
ing 0@ the subject of ordination; and wi 


) last winter by Father Nickerson of 41 
Book of Cove: members. Brother’ Barnes is 
nants, the duties of the sevoral officers || ter cougty Pa-.30. mijes from Philadel. 
of the’ rch; and impressed the sub-| prin aod has baptized (the last account) 
ject, by appropriate observations. and the work prosperiig. 
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Bitce I ‘tonto bere have’ baptized and Now 
‘pnd’ BY Witichester 2, and nextfate’-not sensible‘ of being’ guilty of 
Iwill buptize several more, | knavéry, and we do'not know wherein 
there’ is “lwork through’ this} Weare: auperstitions, but' very 
country, prospect of emi desire to know, in” order that! We ‘ma 
bracing the truths" the persecution has| reform. If somie good ‘minister: 
hed tendency to elicit inquiry, rather || tor will eondescend to partictilars, ind 
than’ surpress the truth; the Priests] point out our superstitions we' will tk6 
have been rather troublesome, but their|/!t great kindness, for we aré the 
t‘effort has been, and still is, declared enemies to’ and 
the people from hearing, but they }perstition. 
¢annot prevail, they will hear addsome} If firm belief the’ 
embrace the truth. and risen Redeemer; as 


Bom SAMUEL JAMES. |ifested to all nations; ‘and ns’ recorded 


D.C. SMITH. jin their sacred books, amount to’ st- 
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